THE AMERICAN NOVEL

aspects. Dreiser was sometimes romantic about it He was
likely to leave out of account the will and sense of women,
and to represent them with few exceptions as kind wax to
their wooers, with almost no separate identities till some
lover shapes them. If he knew about women of the more
resolute kinds he seldom wrote about them in love. Will in
his novels almost altogether belongs to men.

Dreiser is said always to have felt a special partiality for
The 'Genius' among his novels, a massive, muddy, powerful
narrative which has little charm. His partiality may be ascribed
to his strong inclination toward the life of art, through which
his 'Genius' moves, half hero and half picaro. Kugcne With
is impelled by an obsession much like the obsession of Cow-
perwood. The will to wealth, the will to love, the will to art:
Dreiser conceived them all as organic energies with no end
except self-realization. This was a new conception to Ameri-
can readers, who in 1915 thought of the arts as forms of
education with simple moral purposes. Though Americans in
general had forgiven Poe, they regarded his mishaps as mis-
deeds for which he had been fairly punished So should a man
like Witla be punished for his ruthless conduct, particularly
in sexual affairs. But here was Dreiser obviously sympathetic
toward Witla in his rank appetite for a life of variety and
splendor, unchecked by regulations laid down for smaller
men. If such a man came to grief in the world, Dreiser im-
plied, the fault was in the world rather than in the man, and
a world which crippled or stifled such men would lose the
riches of personality and achievement they might, if left free,
have created. Dreiser did not, in Witla, offer a good example
of genius. He is said to be a gifted painter, without convinc-
ing proofs of it. As Carrie had become a noted actress in
a few weeks, Witla not much less rapidly becomes a noted
illustrator. Elsewhere in Dreiser's novels there are minor ar-
tists who exhibit none of the powers they are credited with.
Nowhere does there appear any delicate analysis of a genius's